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Common Name(s):
Gymea Lily, Giant Lily, Flame Lily, Spear Lil

Scientific Name:
Doryanthes excelsa

What |S |t7 Flower

Plant Individual flowers

are trumpet —
shaped and 10-

Flower stalk grows

16cm long
up to 5m high \
Shorter leaves up ? Bright red
to 30cm long are \ (or rarely white) in
found on the stalk F colour
/ r
Tussock grows Stem is 2-5m

up to 2.5m high | high upon which

flowers form
clusters of up to
70cm in diameter

Giant tussock-like
plant with rosette
flowers

Located at the top
of a single stem .
+ that grows from the
centre of the tussock

Leaves are long
and sword-like and
form clumps

Leaves are
1-2.5m long and
10cm wide

§ Fruit/seed:

— A red-brown, woody seed pod, which is 7 - 10 cm long,
contains flat, brown seeds which are 1.5 - 2.5 cm long.

What to observe? When to look:

From spring through summer.

We expect plants to start shooting and flowering earlier in the year as a
result of climate change warming the Earth. They may also start appearing

Flower stem emerges from the tussock of

: L . leaves during winter.
in new areas, as warmer temperatures enable them to live in environments

that were previously too cold for them. - ClimateWatch Science Advisor Flowers appear in spring and summer.

Seed pods appear after flowers.

; Seed pods split open in January or February.
Observations to record:

™FEirst fully open single flower Please include the date of your Where to look:

3 2 ¢ |nopen forest and woodland.
™ALL days with open flowers observation, the location, and the Y

environment you were in. * Inurban areas, particularly in parks,

™First seed pod to open [be gardens and along roadsides.

careful when observing seed

pods so as not to damage the

flowering stalk) Note: ClimateWatch is looking for any
changes in the timing of these events so
remember to keep a lookout from July!
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Where iIs it found? Distribution Map

It is naturally found along the Note: ClimateWatch is looking for
east coast of New South Wales, any changes outside of their known
from Newcastle to Wollongong, ranges so remember to keep a

and also in a few isolated lookout beyond these regions!
regions on the North Coast.

However, it has proven adaptable
to a range of climates and is
now also grown in Melbourne,
Brisbane, Perth and Adelaide.
(see distribution map to the right)

@%Jm w2

Indigenous Australians used to roast the stems and roots of the Gymea
Lily. The roots were then made into a type of cake that was eaten cold.

What else might it be?

Waratah (Telopea speciosissima): has shorter leaves The flower stem is also much shorter, and the flower cluster
(8 - 28 cm long], usually with serrated edges, that don't much smaller (only 7 - 10 cm in diameter).
grow in a clump or tussock from the ground.

Record what you Ve seen Help scientists answer the question:
“How are our animals, plants and ecosystems
Date of your observation: responding to climate change?”

by making the following simple observations. .

Location:

What did you observe? (see front page for more details):

The environment you're in:

Other notes:

Don’t forget to record your observations online!

Take a camera with you and www.climatewatch.org.au
upload your observations online

to the ClimateWatch photo gallery! <§> EARTHWAT@ H
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