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Common Namels):
Fiddler Beetle

Scientific Name:
Eupoecila australasiae

What is 1t? i

. Appearance
| & Size:
Head has bright yellow- i > v
green markings — About 2 cm.
Shiny black back . Behaviour

§ Movement:

— Strong during the day, moving between
trees to feed.

— It buzzes loudly while flying.

Distinctive feature is the violin-
Dark brown to black legs shaped markings on its back
(after which it is named)

What to observe?

Warmer conditions, as a result of climate change, could mean that beetle
larvae develop more quickly and become adults sooner. If their food sources

When to look:

e From early summer (December) when
adults emerge from the soil.

don’t also start flowering earlier, there is a possibility that the beetles will
have to change their feeding behaviour or their populations could diminish.
(lan Endersby, personal communication). - ClimateWatch Science Advisor

Where to look:

Observations to record: » Among the blossoms of flowering trees and
shrubs, including roses.

e Presence [(to establish the first Please include the date of your
and last sighting for the season) observation, the location, how
many beetles you saw, and the
environment you were in.

Note: ClimateWatch is looking for any changes
in the timing of these events so remember to
keep a lookout from November!
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Where is it found?

Distribution Map

Generally in south-eastern Note: ClimateWatch is looking
Australia, although they for any changes outside of their
have been found in all states known ranges so remember to
except Western Australia. (see keep a lookout beyond these

distribution map to the right) regions!

What else might it be?

Green Scarab Beetle: has a shiny green back with no distinct
markings.

Golden Stag Beetle: has a yellow-green shiny back with no
distinct markings.

Record what you've seen

Date of your observation:

Location:

Jewel Beetle: has red markings on its back.

Other Scarab beetle (Dilochrosis spp. or Chondropyga
dorsalis]: both have brown to black markings on a gold back
(rather than gold markings on a dark brown back] and lack the
violin-shaped markings on their backs.

Help scientists answer the question:

“How are our animals, plants and ecosystems
responding to climate change?”
by making the following simple observations. .

How many beetles you saw:

The environment you're in:

Other notes:

Take a camera with you and
upload your observations online
to the ClimateWatch photo gallery!

Don't forget to record your observations online!
www.climatewatch.org.au
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