
Common Name(s):
Australian Magpie

Scientifi c Name:
Cracticus tibicen

What is it?
Appearance
• Colour: 

 > Adults are black and white, with the 
pattern varying across its range. 

 > Young birds are usually grey rather than 
black and have dark eyes.

 > In south-eastern, central and south-
western Australia, including Tasmania, its 
back and rump are entirely white. 

• Size: 

 > 36 – 44 cm long (from head to tail), with an 
average wingspan of 76 cm.

Behaviour
• Call: 

 > A carolling, fl ute-like song, often calling 
together. 

• Movement: 

 > Swift, strong and direct, sometimes in 
fl ocks of several hundred birds.
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• Courting/mating

• Calling

• Feeding

• Nesting (and, if possible: bird 
in nest, bird on eggs, bird with 
chicks, bird feeding begging 
chicks).

Please include the date of your 
observation, the location, how many 
birds you saw, and the environment 
you were in.

When to look:
• From June to December.

• Breeding occurs from June to September in 
northern Australia, from August to October in 
southern states, and even later in cooler regions.

Where to look: 
• Wherever there are trees next to open areas, 

including natural habitat, farming areas, country 
towns, suburbs, cities, parks, gardens, bushland 
areas, sporting ovals and golf courses.

• Nests are found in the outer branches of trees 
and sometimes on power poles and the roofs of 
buildings, generally next to open space.

Note: ClimateWatch is looking for any changes in 
the timing of these events, so remember to keep a 
lookout from June in northern Australia and from 
August in southern Australia!

What to observe?
We expect birds to start breeding and singing earlier in the year as a result 
of climate change warming the Earth. They may also start appearing in 
new areas as warmer temperatures enable them to live in environments 
that were previously too cold for them. - ClimateWatch Science Advisor

Image courtesy of Peter Houghton

Observations to record:

The back of its 
neck, upper tail 

and shoulders are 
white in males and 

grey in females

One toe faces 
backwards and 

three face forwards

Female Australian 
Magpie 

It has a 
square-tipped tail

Its eye is red-brown

The rest of its 
body is black



What else might it be?
Pied Butcherbird (Cracticus nigrogularis): has a completely 
black head and bib that is separated from its black back by a 
completely white collar. Its underparts are white.

Magpie-lark (Grallina cyanoleuca): is smaller with a smaller 
beak.

Where is it found? Distribution Map
• Throughout most of Australia. 

(see distribution map to the 
right)

Note: ClimateWatch is looking for 
any changes in their known ranges, 
so remember to keep a lookout 
anywhere in Australia!

The Australian Magpie has one of the world’s most complex bird 
songs.

Record what you’ve seen

Take a camera with you and 
upload your observations online 

to the ClimateWatch photo gallery!
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Date of your observation:

 

Location:

 

How many birds you saw:

 

The environment you’re in: 

 

 

Other notes:

 

 

Don’t forget to record your observations online! 
www.climatewatch.org.au

Help scientists answer the question:
“How are our animals, plants and ecosystems 
responding to climate change?”
by making the following simple observations.


